
The lives of 273 residents in Manuquibia 
village, Timor-Leste, have been transformed 
by a £12,000 grant from the Halcrow 
Foundation, providing safer water supply and 
sanitation facilities.

The Halcrow Foundation is working closely 
with WaterAid Australia on the project in 
Timor-Leste’s Liquica district. Just 58 per 
cent of Timor-Leste’s population has access 
to clean water and almost half survive on less 
than 25 pence per day. 

Six conveniently located community tap 
stands provide a clean, reliable water source 
for the village’s 28 households. Access 
to newly built latrines and an integrated 
education programme have vastly improved 
sanitation. Simple hygiene messages 
introducing and supporting the facilities have 
seen a marked increase in hand-washing, 
domestic cleaning, and an understanding of 
the links between water and health. 

“Previously, Manuquibia’s women and 
children spent up to two hours per day 
collecting water for their families from 
unprotected, often contaminated wells,” 
explains project sponsor Bill Austin. Mothers 
now have more time to spend with their 
families, and children are less likely to play 
truant or drop out. 

The success of the water and sanitation 
project has served as a catalyst for other 
schemes. Small scale agriculture and micro-
economies are focusing the community’s 
attention, helping to foster confidence and 
boost cohesion. 

It’s clear the residents of Manuquibia are 
growing from strength to strength, making 
decisions about their futures and taking 
charge of their lives.

Safer water  
in East Timor

Pete Cole of Salt & Light Charity, otherwise 
known as Mr Big, travels around South Wales 
and Romania, sharing his juggling and circus 
skills. Once exposed to Mr Big’s unusual 
form of self-help, these children go forward 
with increased confidence in their own self 
worth and ability, helping to improve the 

well-being of whole communities. 

By providing £1,000 a year for three years, the 
Halcrow Foundation will support Pete’s habit of 
giving away juggling equipment to his protégés, 
providing the means for them to further develop 

their newfound skills.

And nowhere is Mr Big more welcome than at 
Romania’s summer camps, where his annual 
trips are a hit with the visiting orphans, street 
and gypsy children. Through project sponsor 

Sally Sudworth, the foundation has agreed to 
provide £4,260 to pay for new clothes and first 

aid equipment for the children, who relish the 
chance to cast off their worries and submerse 

themselves in a week of fun and laughter.

Partnering with one of Thailand’s most 
established non-governmental organisations, 
the Halcrow Foundation has approved a 
project to provide rural villagers with the 
skills, education and funding needed to 
escape lives of grinding poverty. 

Founded in 1974, the Population and 
Community Development Association (PDA) 
of Thailand programmes are based on the 
belief that local people are best suited to 
shape and sustain their own development.  
PDA has pioneered grass-roots growth 
marked by extensive villager involvement, not 
only as beneficiaries but also as planners, 
managers and leaders. The foundation is 
supporting a medium-sized village over six 
years, funding a range of projects planned 
and implemented by the community. 

Administered through a village development 
partnership (VDP), the bulk of the 
foundation’s £40,000 donation will 
be ploughed into projects selected 
by community members within the 
first two years. 

Designed to be self-sufficient and 
self-sustaining after six years, 
the programme aims to instil 
the importance of community 
empowerment, and provides 
villagers with the confidence – 
as well as the physical means 
– to change their situation. 

Transforming lives in Thailand

Juggling joy

Led by project sponsor Ali Adam, Halcrow’s 
Bangkok-based employees will visit the 
village to offer their support and skills, and to 
monitor progress. 

Community institutions will be established 
in the form of the village development 
committee and its components: the village 
development bank committee, the youth 
council, and the council of elders. A village 
development bank will be established as part 
of the programme – an important source of 
credit for income-generating activities and a 
system that encourages saving.

By gaining knowledge, business skills, access 
to micro-credit and a structured framework 
to alleviate the root causes of their poverty, 
community members can play an active role 
in shaping their future.

Find out more at www.pda.or.th/eng
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Giving generously 
Halcrow Foundation

Passing knowledge to the next generation


